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Inside the Sanctuary



Other Center of Life Programs

A student-led music and health initiative uses 
the elements of hip-hop, dance, songwriting, 

beat making, and music production to 
communicate messages about current events, 

social justice, and mental health



An initiative of Center of Life



The “Ambassadors of Justice” Program
(KRUNK’s Sister Program)

High school students discuss and learn social and racial justice, 
promote change, and become leaders in their communities



The Project: The “Ambassadors of Justice” 
Program Curriculum

The curriculum includes:

Content lessons on social 
justice concepts and the four 
topics

Skill-building lessons such 
as storyboarding, campaign 
planning,  and writing 
testimonies



Project Activities:
The creation of the curriculum topics (so students can vote on which topics they 

want to cover) and the Social Justice Sharing Corner



Project Activities:
Interviewed with KRUNK Students (inspired lesson on media literacy)

Tabled at KRUNK performances and COL Basketball Games



Social & Community Context: Increase social and community 
support

Education: Increase educational opportunities and help 
children and adolescents do well in school
Adolescents: Improve the health and well-being of adolescents

Community: Promote health and safety in community settings



Evaluations:

Logic Model and SMART Goals

● Student Outcomes: pre- and post-program surveys, attendance numbers, 
number of speakers, and number of completed student projects

● Broader Community Involvement: attendance numbers for Social Justice 
Resource Center events, voter registration in Hazelwood, and general surveys 
about social justice knowledge



● Hire appropriate support staff for the Ambassadors of Justice Program

○ program leader

○ social media intern

○ contractual counselor

● Finish the Social Justice Resource Center Website

● Recruit with the KRUNK program in the fall 

Recommendations:



Summary/Results



Reflections

“I applied for the Bridging the Gaps summer internship because I wanted to learn 
more about local communities, gain practical experience in public health, and help 
people from underserved populations. I was able to achieve all three of these 
things this summer through my work at Center of Life--a Hazelwood community 
center full of passionate, dedicated staff who are always exploring new ways to 
better serve the community. I learned so much about community outreach and 
engagement, and I have been continually inspired by the warmth and resilience of 
Hazelwood residents.” – Tara Harmony



“ I am beyond grateful for my experience at Center of Life and could not have 
asked for a better site. Hazelwood is such an amazing and vibrant community and 
I am honored that I was welcomed in so graciously and with open arms. Through 
this opportunity I learned so much, not only about myself, but about communities, 
specifically Hazelwood, how resilient people are, and how important social justice 
is, especially for the youth. I am continuously inspired by the work Center of Life 
does and hope to one day have such a meaningful and impactful career.” 

– Gracie Brickner



Big thank you to our community mentors, Donna Smith, 
Danielle Chaykowsky and Andi Fischhoff, our faculty mentor, 

Dr. Sharon Connor, Center of Life Staff, Center of Life 
Founder, Pastor Tim Smith, the community of Hazelwood and 

you all here at Bridging the Gaps. 

We couldn’t have done this without you!

.


